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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US03/04941 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application * 

□ 

the international application as originally filed, 
the description: 

pages 1^8 as originally filed 

pages NONE >f filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 

pages NONE x as originally filed 

Pag^ 2iil , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 



P\7I . , 
\y \j uic ui awings: 

pages J-2 x as originally filed 

Pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 

the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE t as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under mis item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23. 1(b)). 
I I language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
mtemational preliminary examination was carried out on fee basis of the sequence listing- 

contained in the international application in printed form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence Hstme 
has been fiirnished 

4. [3 The amendmen ts have resulted in the cancellation of; 

the description, pages NONE 
the claims, Nos. 14-18 
□ the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

5. Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

*a^^ S ^^^^ mfa 1 Aedt0 f K Z Cdvin8 * response toon invitation under Article Mare referred to in 
ori S™»Uy filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 
Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1. A sorption concentrator for removing contaminants from a gas stream, 
comprising: 

a plurality of adjacent generally rectangular sorption units; 

a gas flow system directing gas to be cleaned through a majority of said 
plurality of sorption units during a sorption cycle and directing a separate clean gas stream 
through the remaining sorption units during a desorb cycle; 

said plurality of adjacent sorption units each including an integral semi- 
conductive foil substrate formed of a plurality of semi-conductive foil elements including 
parallel convoluted surfaces and parallel channels extending generally parallel to a direction 
of flow of said gas to be cleaned during said sorption cycle and said clean gas stream during 
said desorption cycle extending from an inlet to an outlet of said sorption units conductively 
bonded together to form an integral semi-conductive substrate coated with a sorption 
material; and 

a source of electrical current connected to said semi-conductive foil substrate 
rapidly resistively heating said remaining sorption units during said desorption cycle. 

2. The sorption concentrator as defined in Claim 1, wherein said integral semi- 
conductive foil substrate is formed of aluminum foil. 

3. The sorption concentrator as defined in Claim 2, wherein said aluminum foil 
substrate has a thickness between 0.005 mm and 2 mm. 

4. The sorption concentrator as defined in Claim 1, wherein said aluminum foil 
substrate has a thickness of between 0.005 mm and 2 mm. 

5. The sorption concentrator as defined in Claim 2, wherein said aluminum foil 
substrate has a thickness of between 0.05 mm and 1 mm. 
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6. The sorption concentrator as defined in Claim 2, wherein said aluminum foil 
substrate has a thickness of between 0.1 mm to and 0.3 mm. 

7. The sorption concentrator as defined in Claim 1, wherein said integral semi- 
conductive foil substrate comprises a honeycomb formed of a plurality of generally 
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parallel corrugated semi-conductive foil sheets each conductively bonded in electrical contact 
to a generally planar semi-conductive base sheet and coated with a sorption material. 

8. The sorption concentrator as defined in Claim 1, wherein said integral semi- 
conductive foil substrate comprises a plurality of parallel semi-conductive foil tubes 
conductively bonded together in electrical contact formed of a semi-conductive foil coated 
with a sorption material extending parallel to said direction of flow of said gas to be cleaned 
during said sorption cycle and parallel to said clean gas stream during said desorb cycle. 

9. The sorption concentrator as defined in Claim 1, wherein said sorption 
material is selected from the group consisting of activated carbon, zeolite and porous 
polymers bonded to said semi-conductive foil substrate. 

Please cancel Claims 10 through 18. 

10. (New) A method of removing contaminants from a gas stream, comprising the 
following steps: 

forming a plurality of generally rectangular sorption units by forming a 
plurality of separate semi-conductive foil elements including parallel convoluted surfaces, 
conductively bonding said semi-conductive foil elements together forming an integral semi- 
conductive foil substrate having a plurality of parallel channels extending from an inlet to an 
outlet of said sorption units and coating said integral semi-conductive foil substrates with a 
sorption material; 

directing a stream containing contaminants through said parallel 
channels of a plurality of said sorption units, wherein said sorption material collects said 
contaminants; and 

applying an electric current to said integral semi-conductive foil 
substrate of at least one of said sorption units, thereby rapidly heating said integral semi- 
conductive foil substrate of said one of said sorption units and simultaneously directing clean 
air through said one of said sorption units, thereby desorbing said contaminants during a 
desorption cycle. 

1 1 . (New) The method of removing contaminants from a gas stream as defined in 
Claim 10, wherein said method includes coating said semi-conductive substrate with a 
sorption material by dipping said integral semi-conductive substrate in a slurry of sorption 
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material, removing said integral semi-conductive foil substrate from said slurry and drying 
said coating of sorption material on said semi-conductive foil substrate. 

12. (New) The method of removing contaminants from a gas stream as defined in 
Claim 10, wherein said method includes forming a plurality of separate semi-conductive foil 
elements from an aluminum foil. 

13. (New) The method of removing contaminants from a gas stream as defined in 
Claim 10, wherein said method includes forming said plurality of separate semi-conductive 
foil elements from a semi-conductive foil having a thickness of between 0.005 mm and 2 
mm. 
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